CHRISTMAS 2014

Dear Friends,

As the Holy Season approaches, we are reminded of the Reason for the Season. Christ came down two
thousand years ago to give us hope, love, and compassion. We celebrate and share the Season with family and
friends. Patrick and I however will celebrate it this year not in Portland but for the first time with our extended
Bo Ai family in Shanxi. We will try to give Bo Ai and to experience a scent of what Christmas would be at Feng

Village. This year we will also celebrate Thanksgiving with our Bo Ai children.

This past year, so many of you came to teach our children, played with them, gave seminars to our students,
teachers and villagers, held dental and medical clinics or just came to share your love and care to our children and
staff or for the maintenance of our school Thank you. Xie Xie. Without you, we won’t be where we are today.

I AM BLESSED

The auto accident in February that caused me to be laid up for a while
showed me that God is not yet finished with me on this earth. “Bo Ai, [ am
here for you” In adversity, God showed me
what love and friendship truly is and that they
have many facets . So many of you came to visit

me: from Beijing, Taiyuan, Changzhi, Qinyuan
and Rev. Matthew Lau even came all the way
from Hong Kong. More than 20 Changzhi sisters cooked three meals every day for my
16 days of stay at the Changzhi hospital They sent masseurs to give me heavenly
massages every day. [ was also touched by the cards and crafts that the children made

for me. They sang to me beneath my window when I was laid up at the school

OUR FRIENDS WHO CAME

During 2014, 558 teachers and friends on twenty-four separate occasions, single or multiple persons at a
time came to visit our school This included 155 from overseas; Hong Kong, Macau, from the United States,
Canada, Norway and 403 Chinese nationals from Beijing, Shanghai, Changzhi, Qinyuan. Space does not permit
me to enumerate every friend or visitor and Bo Ai thanks each and every one of them. This included Education
Director Liu Xue Xing and friends from Beijing, Education Director Wu Xiao Li and friends from Beijing, 42




Changzhi Foreign Language University students, 80 CJ] Camp university students from major universities in
China, 48 students from Beijing Middle School #5 and 120 students from Qinyuan County Middle Schools.
Chairman Fan Li-Dong of Beijing Sidel Company and friends,. 15 Government Officials including Qinyuqn
County Secretary Li. From overseas, 30 CJ] Camp University students from the United States, Dr. Eilly Lau again
led her 44 member Hong Kong team, Kenneth Woo and his Texas 27 member team, Sam Yang and his 30
member church team from Vancouver, WA Ida and Ivan Fok and their 8 member team from Touching Lives
Overseas of Canada, Simon Yeung of Mission Covenant Church and Rev. Egil Torp & Svenn Brechen of
Norway and friends, and Finn Torjesen (Norway/US) and friends from Evergreen Taiyuan, Professor Kenneth
and Mrs. Andrea Leung from the Macau University , and principals from the New Territories School Heads
Assn.: Ben Ng, Shirley Tam, Yip Mei Ching, Jeffrey Chung and Wendy Ho. Many came to teach, many came
to get to know us, many came to walk beside us and many came to show their love to our students. XIE XIE to all.

A highlight of year has to be the C] Summer
Camp that was held from July 27 to August 3 at our
school We are grateful that The Soong Ching Ling
Foundation and the CEO Global Education
Foundation has chosen Bo Ai School for its annual CJ
Camp. The two non-profit organizations trained 110

AN university students, 30 mainly from the United States
- and 80 from major universities in China on

CJ CAMP 8-2014 . .
voluntarism and leadership. 80 of our students and
120 8t grade students from regional Qinyuan Middle Schools were able to attend. The criteria is that they are
from poor families. The camp was replete with activities to get to know the students and each other: singing,
games, dramas, crazy photo shoots, human knot, blind trust games etc. . Each day was built around a theme: 1.
You are Special 2. You are Lovable and you are Loved 3 You are Capable and you are Needed 4. Your life

has a Purpose and your life has Meaning 5. You can plan your

Future. The themes were very well organized with talks, songs, games #2 % % s
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and personal stories that we could see that the students were moved :

and impacted by the seminars. Many friendships were formed. Many
tears were shed at parting time. We are glad to learn that The Soong
Ching Ling Foundation and the CEO Global Education Foundation
were pleased with our implementation of the facility, lodging and food
for the event that it will hold the CJ CAMP event again at Bo Ai next

summer.

PRINCIPAL XIN RETIRED

£ After ten years of pioneering and loyal service to Bo Ai
School, Principal Xin Dian-Feng retired on the month of April at
the age of Seventy-One.. Bo Ai is truly blessed and grateful that
she came at a time when the elementary school was not yet built
and together we lived in a hut, saw the structures going up, the
curriculum planned, and the initial staff hired. We saw the

e APRUC20

children entering the Bo Ai School, growing, learning and




graduating. The parting was bitter sweet. So many fond memories, so many stories to tell, so many
accomplishments. Bo Ai has grown to be a Model School. Yet it was time for her to spend her remaining years
with her two grown daughters’ families, one in Guangzhou, one in Ichihaha in
Dong-Bei. Farewell, Principal Xin. Her parting wish was a trip to visit the
United States and we were able to make her wish come true. In May, Patrick
and I were able to fly her to the United States for a 40 day trip to the Western
US. She saw Oregon, Washington State, California, Arizona and Nevada, scenic

places, beaches, zoos, Disneyland, Universal Studio, Grand Canyon, Hoover
Dam, Las Vegas, L.A,, San Diego, Portland, Intel, Nike, hospitals, schools, retirement homes and she relished
many international cuisines. At the end she said she would like to remain in the United States!!!

HAPPENINGS IN 2014

Nine Year compulsory education. By next June, Bo Ai Middle

At the 2014-2015 academic year, we will complete the China

School will graduate its first middle school graduation class. Our
dream of completing the Middle School compulsory education is
realized. Alleluia!! In June 2014, Bo Ai celebrated its Tenth Year
Elementary School Graduation. This year we had the smallest
class of graduates. Year of the Ram is not an auspicious year for
children to be born. We graduated 34 students.

Our staff now totals 72, with 17 ancillary staff, two new principals, 7 directors and 46 teachers. 11 are
new teachers. Principal Zhao Li-Cheng and Vice Principal Jiang Xin-Zhai, introduced by our retired Principal
Xin, came on board all the way from the Dong-Bei Province. The new teachers are on a three month trial
period and some, old or new, will then be laid off depending on their performance. The new teachers were
mainly hired for the newly added courses for the Middle School.

Each year at Thanksgiving, Bo Ai picks up a project to help the less fortunate.
This Thanksgiving, Bo Ai raised the awareness of our students on the plight of our
seventh grade student, Quo Jiang-Chao. This summer, quite suddenly Jiang-Chao
was afflicted with Juvenile Diabetes. He requires insulin injections four times daily.
So far he has not returned to school. Bo Ai is getting his medical records and see
how we can get him back to our school. His father is wheelchair ridden the past ten
years from a private company industrial accident and gets only 500 yuan
government help each month. Mother has remarried soon after the accident. Bo Ai
raised 10,000 yuan from its students, parents and staff to help Jiang Chao.

At the behest of the Education Ministry and also because these youngsters will

come anyway the following year to our school, Bo Ai has now added on another class: the Preschool Three Year
old class. We have hired another teacher to take care of these fifteen “toddlers” It is better to educate them now
rather than a year later. We are also happy to report that Hong Kong New Territories School Heads
Association has sent on separate occasions principals to augment the teaching acumen of our English teachers.
Kudos to Ben Ng, Shirley Tam, Yip Mei Ching, Jeffrey Chung and Wendy Ho. We sincerely hope that the
Association will continue to send principals several times a year to help our English Department.

For the Sixth Year, the Holmglad Mission Schools of Mission Covenant Church (MCC) have invited three
of our teachers and myself to visit their schools to learn how education is carried out in Hong Kong. Office
Administration Director Li Xin-Ping, teachers Qin Min and Li Yan-Ping will be going in January, 2015. We are
indebted to the Annie Skau Foundation of Norway for funding this project for all these years and Simon




Yeung , Executive Secretary of MCC, for arranging these trips. Simon, Rev. Egil Torp, & Svenn Brechan of the
Foundation came to visit Bo Ai in April Svenn was the star of the trip in which he was the model for a portrait
competition. There was so much fun in the competition.

Summer time at a school is the optimal time to do the annual maintenance work. Bo Ai’s front gate
structure had many fallen and falling tiles, making it extremely unsafe. We are please that Touching Lives
Overseas of Canada helped the funding of the retiling of the front gate building with a more stable and strong
design. The Eighth/Ninth Grade Curriculum has Physics, Chemistry and Biology subjects. The teaching of these
classes require laboratories which are also the requirement of the Education Ministry. We combined the
Chemistry & Biology laboratories into one laboratory structure. Sidel Machinery (Beijing) Co., Ltd helped to
fulfill this requirement and our students are able to learn the subjects in a more comprehensive manner.

On another note, Bo Ai School and Professor Kenneth Leung,

. PROFESSOR KENNETH LEUNG

Dean of Shiu Bong College, University of Macau, signed a
memorandum of understanding that Shiu Bong College will send a
mission team from the University to our school starting in 2015.
Project Torch of Hong Kong, Chaired by Tony Wong, will fund a
scholarship (s) to deserving student(s) for nursing aid/physical
therapy at a Vocational School provided the student (s) return to

work at the training hospital for three years. The Fok Wing Yu
Foundation, HK will fund two scholarships for Senior High and
University Studies. Leonard Girard of Portland will give a scholarship to a deserving present 8th Grade
student for studies at a Senior High School. We thank all for giving aid & hope for higher studies to our students.
We still have many needs: amongst them: an athletic field, a basketball court, landscaping, a school culture
atmosphere equipping, a commercial dishwashing machine for our school,our future plans for a vocational

school........

Thank you again for your magnanimous prayers and support

Blessings......and from Bo Ai.......with Love and Thankfulness

COrte o

Christine Chan
Executive Director
Bo Ai School

OVERSEAS HELPING HANDS

P.0. BOX 91004
PORTLAND, OR 97291

www.overseasHH.org

Overseas Helping Hands is a 501 C 3 tax deductible organization and donations are tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law. The following organizations are tax deductible non-profit organizations in their
respective countries. All three organizations are conducted for the benefit of Bo Ai School and donations are tax
deductible in their respective countries. Please see their web sites for information or donations

Bo Ai Foundation Limited Hong Kong  http://www.boai.org.hk

Touching Lives Overseas of Canada  http://tlocanada.org

Overseas Helping Hands http://overseasHH.org

P.S. Overseas Helping Hands will be sending out the sponsorship letters when Christine gets back to Portland.
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over*tas,, Overseas Helping Hands

P.O. Box 91004, Portland, OR 97291

(503) 644-8798; fax (503) 228-6683
info@overseasHH.org
www.overseasHH.org
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BUILDING FUND & STUDENT EDUCATION

SPONSORSHIP FORM

YES | would like to donate to the Bo Ai Building Fund or Sponsor a Child’s Education through
Overseas Helping Hands.

Title (Mr. Mrs. Ms Other)
First Name

Last Name

Street Address

Address (cont'd)

City

State/Province
Zip/Postal Code

Phone

Email

would like to donate to Overseas Helping Hands
e $420 - Full-year sponsorship for one child’s tuition plus room and board
e $210 - Half-year sponsorship for a child
e $35/month for months (please specify)
e Other$ per month OR $ per year (please specify)
e BUILDING FUND $4,000 $2,000 $1,000 Other $

Please make check payable to:
OVERSEAS HELPING HANDS
P.O. Box 91004
Portland, OR 97291
Please note on your check: Memo: Building Fund or Student Sponsorship

For Credit/Debit Card Donations, please go to secure link in DONATIONS in
HOMEPAGE of www.overseasHH.org Web Site.

Thank you for your support
Overseas Helpings Hands is a Non Profit 501 (c) 3 Organization and
Donations are Tax Deductible to the extent allowed by Law
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